
Thomas Bates & Zilpha Staples 
 - Are they Daniel's parents? 
 
For various reasons, which I will explain later, I suspect that this couple could be the 
parents of my ancestor, Daniel S. Bates. 
 
Not much is known about Thomas. Based on what little I have been able to find out, I 
would say that Thomas was born between 1775 and 1784. The 1800 US Federal Census 
for Shaftsbury Township in Bennington County, Vermont, shows him as head of 
household under the heading "between the ages of 16 thru 25 yrs old",  and according to 
the 1880 OH, Lucas Co, Springfield, census, Daniel's father was born in Vermont. 
 
I have a copy of  an article of an interview with Daniel Bates in which he states he “was 
born in 1804, in the town of Bennington, near the foot of the Green mountains, the State 
of Vermont” and that his “father died about eighty-three years ago.” This article was 
published January 1895, would have placed his father’s death at about 1811-1812. I do 
believe this to be off a little, because Thomas is not found at all in the 1810 census. 
However, I believe his wife is listed as head of household. (1810 Census, Bennington 
County, Bennington Town, Vermont: Bates, Sylpha (Zilpha) 2 males under 10, 1 female 
under 10, 1 female 26 -45; Bennington County Vermont Genealogical Gleanings, by 
Elijah Ellsworth Brownell, 1941, FHL 0850110) If this is correct, three of the children 
are unaccounted for. 
 
The only other things I have for Thomas are a copy of the “Names of Freemen” at 
Freeman’s Meeting – September 4, 1804, listing a Thomas Bates in Bennington, 
Vermont; also listed under “Names of Freemen” September 1806; and a copy of his 
marriage record to Zilpha Staples from Shaftsbury, Bennington County, Vermont. I have 
thoroughly searched old Bennington newspapers, the Bennington Genealogical Library, 
the Bennington Town Hall, and the Bennington Court House, and written to churches in 
the area, all to no avail, for any others records regarding Thomas. 
 
Zilpha is also quite a mystery to me. I do have a copy of her birth record on which her 
name is spelled Zilpah.  She was the daughter of Jacob Staples and Thankful Goodwin. 
She was born 10 April 1778 in Brooklyn, Windham, CT. (Her marriage record to Thomas 
has her name as Zilpha.) As I mentioned earlier, she shows up on the 1810 census as head 
of household. In Daniel’s interview, he says that when his father died his mother was left 
with small children. Some were bound out to learn trades.” After that, she totally 
vanishes. I have searched all the above-mentioned sources for Thomas in my quest for 
Zilpha, as well as most of the areas in which I know her father and siblings to have lived. 
Again, I come up empty. 
 
Family history, as I believe, is as follows: 
 
Thomas Bates was born bet. 1775- 1785, possibly in Rhode Island. Residence 1800 in 
Shaftsbury, Bennington, Vermont. He died bet. 1810–1812 possibly in Vermont.  



 
Zilpha Staples is the daughter of Jacob Staples II and Thankful Goodwin. She was born 
on 10 April 1778 in Brooklyn, Windham, Connecticut. She died aft. 1810, whereabouts 
unknown.  
 
Thomas Bates and Zilpha Staples were married on 13 September 1799 in Shaftsbury, 
Bennington, Vermont. They had 6 children.  
 

i. Francis Bates was born abt. 1801 in Bennington, Bennington, Vermont. He 
married Laura M. Miller. They were married on 22 October 1822 in New York. 
He died on 14 March 1883 in Pinckney, Livingston, Michigan.  

ii. Jacob Bates was born Abt. 1802 in Vermont, USA. He married Nancy Hillard (?) 
abt. 1822. 1840 and 1850 census records show them in NY, Wyoming County, 
Warsau. He died aft. 1870 in WI.  

iii. Daniel Staples Bates was born on 30 June 1804 in Bennington, Bennington, 
Vermont. He married Rachel Oman on 15 May 1828 in Clarendon, Orleans, New 
York. He died on 01 April 1896 in Elyria, Lorain, Ohio.  

iv. Sarah Bates was born abt. 1805 in Vermont.  
v. Thomas J. Bates was born 1806 in Vermont. He married Anna Preston in 1831 in 

Clarendon, Orleans, New York.  He died on 12 January 1890 in Mason, Ingham, 
MI.  

vi. William Bates was born abt. 1809 in Bennington, Bennington, Vermont. He 
married Melissa Platt. He died 1846 in Clarendon, Orleans, New York, USA 

 
As mentioned earlier, there are various reasons as to why I believe Thomas and Zilpha to 
be the long lost parents for whom I am searching. Listed below are my thoughts on the 
subject: 
 

• Family tradition says that Daniel’s middle name is Staples. That is Zilpha’s 
maiden name. 

• Daniel’s brother Thomas lists his parents as Thomas Bates and Zilpha Staples on 
one of his marriage records. 

• The eldest child in this family is Francis. I have been unable to identify whom he 
was named after but suspect it could be Thomas’s father. 

• The second son is Jacob. This is the name of Zilpha’s father. 
• Zilpha had a half-brother named Daniel. 
• The name Zilpha reappears in the family twice in what would be Zilpha’s great 

granddaughters. 
• According to Janice Miller, the parents of these children are Francis Bates and 

Elizabeth Harrington. According to Debra J. Eddy, Francis Bates was born in 
Rhode Island in 1727 and Elizabeth Harrington was born in 1730. The first-born 
son of Thomas & Zilpha is named Francis. However, I have not been able to find 
anything stating that this couple had a son named Thomas. 

 
Are all of these purely coincidence? Perhaps, but perhaps not. My quest continues as I 
endeavor to confirm the parentage of Daniel S. Bates! 


