
THOMAS JEFFERSON BATES 
 
Thomas J. BATES, son of Daniel and Rachel BATES, born in Avon, 
Ohio Sept. 14, 1848, died Dec. 22, 1915, aged 67 Yr. 3 Mo. 8 da. 
Leaving Avon some two or three years before becoming of age, he 
passed the succeeding twelve or fifteen years partly in the oil and 
coal regions of Pennsylvania and partly in the vicinity of Toledo. He 
came to Elyria in the spring of 1879 and made this his home, until his 
death. On Oct. 1, 1876 he was united in marriage to Miss Eva St. 
Clair Aldrich who preceded him to the Great Unknown, departing 
this life Jan. 22, 1902. Two children of this marriage survive, 
Wallace N. BATES of Elyria and Mrs. Edna E. BENN of Los 
Angeles, Calif. Mr. Bates was the youngest of seven children, two of 
whom still survive, Mrs. Wm. W. Aldrich of Bay Village, O., and 
Mrs. Sarah Holt of Temperance, Mich. 
 
Upon coming to Elyria, Mr. Bates entered the employ of [his] oldest brother, Alfred, who 
was engaged in the occupation of Building Contractor. He rose to the position of Partner 
and finally to the control of the business. He was engaged in this pursuit, when declining 
health compelled him to see Memorial Hospital. 
 
He was a zealous advocate of both Masonry and Odd fellowship, having filled advanced 
positions in both organizations. 
 
His long association with so public an occupation as Building Contractor necessarily 
resulted in a large acquaintanceship and a consequent list of friends. 
 
His familiar form will be missed from the streets of the city where he was so well known, 
and his capable advice sought in the councils of the Orders with which his long affiliation 
made him so familiar, will be noticeably absent. 
 
His last weeks were times of deep physical distress. To the writer he stated the 
intenseness of his misery and expressed a longing for the coming of death to ease his 
suffering. The pain has ceased – The tired body is at rest – Peace to his ashes! 
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